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they were well treated, but I doubt whether they were
subjected to the ignominy which I endured.
I was only seven, and I think that boys at seven are now
spared among their more considerate seniors. I was never
spared. I was not even allowed to run to and fro between
our house and the school without a daily purgatory.
I was three years at Harrow and, as far as I can remember,
I was the junior boy in the school when I left it.
Then I was sent to a private school at Sunbury kept by
Arthur Drury. During the two years I was there, though
I never had any pocket money and seldom had much in the
way of clothes, I lived more nearly on terms of equality
with other boys than at any other period during my very
prolonged school-days.
When I was twelve there came the vacancy at Winchester
College which I was destined to fill. It had been one of
the great ambitions of my father's life that his three sons,
who lived to go to Winchester, should all become fellows
of New College. But that suffering man was never destined
to have an ambition gratified. We all loSt the prize which
he Struggled with infinite labour to put within our reach.
While Anthony was at Winchester, his father made a first
unwilling concession to monetary embarrassment. The false
prosperity of the years at Julians had run its course. In that
large house the Trollopes had lived far beyond their means,
and only a man blind to portents and deaf to commonsense
could have endured, as Thomas Trollope endured, ten years
of menacing collapse. But at last, early in 1827, he had to
realise the hopelessness of his position. Unluckily his rash
commitments left little scope for real retrenchment. His lease
from Lord Northwick made impossible the complete abandon-
ment of the Julians estate; the moSt that he could do was to
reduce domestic liabilities. He compromised with circum-
aances by letting his large modern house to (of all people) the
Reverend Mr. Cunningham, and himself rented another
smaller farm in the neighbourhood, on which Stood a smaller,
shabbier, but more manageable house*